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PURPOSE 
 
 This paper presents the preliminary findings of the Consultancy 
Study on Family Education (the Study).   
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
2. The proposal to conduct the Study was endorsed by the Family 
Council (the Council) at its meeting held on 17 June 2010.   
 
3. The primary objective of conducting the Study was to gather an 
updated and empirically-based information on the current family education 
services/programmes in Hong Kong, with a view to exploring possible areas 
of improvement and identifying new initiatives for consideration by the 
Council.   
 
THE STUDY 
 
4. Against this background, the Polytechnic University of Hong Kong  
was commissioned in February 2011 to conduct the Study.  Having endorsed 
the methodology of the Study by the Subcommittee on Family Education at its 
meeting held on 18 April 2011, the Study commenced in May 2011.  The 
Subcommitee on Family Education was regularly briefed on the progress.  
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PRELIMINARY FINDINGS 
 
5. The Subcommittee on Family Education deliberated the preliminary 
findings and recommendations of the Study on 21 May 2012.  Based on the 
survey1

(a) majority of the service providers are non-governmental 
organisations (55%);  

, major preliminary findings are highlighted as follows - 
 

(b) majority of the programmes rely on single source of funding 
(over 70%); 

(c) over two-thirds of the programmes catered for parents, with very 
few for pre-married adults (3%); 

(d) only a small percentage of family education programmes 
targetted specific types of families, e.g. separated/divorced 
families and new immigrant families (less than 5%); 

(e) a relatively high proportion of family education programmes 
(57.4%) focused on parent education; and 

(f) the major mode in delivering family education programmes was 
small group (47.6%), followed by talks, seminars, or lectures 
(42.7%), and outing and activities (35.3%).  

 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE STUDY 
 
6. Based on the survey findings, interviews with relevant 
stakeholders and focus group discussions, the Polytechnic University of Hong 
Kong proposed the following recommendations for consideration by the 
Council - 
 

(a) the Government should develop the framework for family   
education;  

 
1  A survey on family education programmes provided by various government departments, non-

governmental organisations, religious organisations, schools and the private sector was conducted 
between 6 July 2011 and 24 November 2011.  Out of 1 070 service operators, 440 responded to the 
survey and information on 662 family education programmes carried out between 1 January 2010 and 31 
December 2010 was collected. 
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(b) family education should be preventive in nature with a view to 
catering for people in different stages of the family life cycle and 
attending to needs of different forms of families in different 
situations;  

(c) the Council should assume the role to lead, co-ordinate and 
promote territory-wide publicity campaigns on family education 
in Hong Kong; 

(d) the Government should continue to make public funds available 
for family education programmes; and 

(e) the Council should take the lead in developing an accreditation 
system in recognizing, approving and accrediting the family 
education programmes. 

  
7. The Sub-committee on Family Education has deliberated the 
preliminary findings, and considered the proposed recommendations worth 
pursuing.  The powerpoint presentation at Annex summarises the preliminary 
findings, recommendations and the proposed framework for family education 
programmes in Hong Kong with the views of the Subcommittee on Family 
Education incorporated.  
 
 
WAY FORWARD 
 
8. Members are invited to express their views on the preliminary 
findings of the Study at this stage.  Subject to any preliminary views from 
Members, the full report will be submitted to the Subcommittee on Family 
Education for follow-up action.  In finalizing the report, the Subcommittee on 
Family Education will be invited to consider the consultant’s 
recommendations in more detail, in particular the following - 
 

(a) the need to conduct further studies on what “a clear framework 
on family education” should consist of and what guidance should 
be given to service operators; 

(b) the need to conduct further studies on the development of 
accreditation framework;  

(c) the relative priority in taking forward the  recommendations; and 
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(d) the communication plan to public and relevant stakeholders. 
 
9. The Subcommittee on Family Education will then devise the 
strategies to take forward the recommendations. 
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